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HARP HIRE CONTRACT
School year hire: September - June



	Name 

	For student (& age if under 18):


	Address


	With Teacher:

	Mobile


	IHC harp number, model 


	Bag 



	Email


	
	


	HIRE     
	4 month minimum hire term

	Harps available:
	Hire per month with
	Deposit

	Grade A (34 strs top concert quality harp, value €5,500)
	@ €  95
	€700

	Grade B harp (34 strs full size student harp, value €3,500) 
	@ €  75
	€500

	Grade C harp (28-31 strs Intermediate, value €2,500) 
	@ €  60
	€300

	Grade D harp (26-28 strs Bardic, value €800)
	@ €  50 
	€150

	Included:

Tuner
(To Replace: €30)


	Included:
Canvas Bag
(To replace: €360)
	Other available accessories:
     Electronic Tuner (replace at €35)

     Replacement string set (replace at €140)

     Lever replacement set (replace at €100)

	Your hire grade:


	Your hire deposit: 


	First month’s paymt:
	Total paid:
	Date of paymt:

	Delivery/Pick-up arrangements: 


	Continuing payments by:

	Return arrangements:


	Office use only


I agree to hire the above specifications and conditions of hire (specified over) for the period stated during which I will undertake to look after and maintain the instrument in the condition in which I received it.       I also undertake to ensure the safe return of the instrument to the Irish Harp Centre by the completion of the hire term unless otherwise formally arranged.

Signature  …………………………………………………..…………………      Date  ……………………
From January 2025
Conditions of Hire

Harps remain the property of the Harbison Harp Studio and must, at all times, be in the possession of the hirer.  They may not be sub-let, loaned or left with another person.

Harps are supplied with a padded canvas carry-bag and a tuning key.   Any repairs needed to the harp or the carry-bag during the hire must be carried out by our technicians only (unless specified and agreed with the hirer).  If there is an accident, please notify us immediately and we may be able to replace the harp while yours is being repaired.

The standard hire period is from SEPTEMBER to JUNE.  Summer hire is considered separately.   All Hire Harps must be returned to the hire access point for maintenance and checking by the last week of June.  Grade A and B harps may need to be retained by the Studio for use at our summer-schools.  However, in this case, the hirer may have the instrument gratis (free of charge) for the remaining summer weeks.  Grade C and D harps may continue to be hired through the summer months at the usual monthly rental.

A and B grade harps may be hired for a maximum of 2 years.  After this, you are encouraged to buy a new or second hand instrument.  Minimum school year hire is for 4 months.  For less, see ‘occasional and short term hire’.
Monthly hire payments may be made by monthly Standing Order to the following (Euro) account: 

(Euro) Business account: Janet Harbison Harp 

IBAN: GB88SRLG60837181494148

BIC:  SRLGGB3L

Bank address if needed: Starling Bank Limited, 3rd floor, 2 Finsbury Avenue, London EC2M 2PP
to be paid on the 1st (working day) of every month.  A partial month’s hire will be arranged to cover the first month of the hire if it starts after the first week.  Be sure to give your full name as a reference to your payment (otherwise we cannot be held responsible if we don’t know who has paid!)

Returning the Hire Harp before the end of the year
If returning the Hire Harp before June in a School Year hire arrangement, a full month’s notice to the 1st of the next month is required to be given and paid for – and the harp returned to the hire access point.  The deposit will be returned after the return inspection is completed (less any necessary repairs, string or lever replacements).

The care and maintenance of your harp from the Harbison Harp Studio is your responsibility and we ask that the harp be treated as if your own.  It should not be left near fires or in freezing conditions – or in direct sunlight as the varnish may bubble.  The condition of the harp is agreed (photographed) at the outset so there are no misunderstandings.  

Minor repairs such as the replacement of lever handles, full lever mechanisms, zip of the carry-bag etc must be carried out by a designated Harbison Harp Studio representative at the cost of the hirer (unless agreed with the HHS) and a tariff of costs is given with the harp (or is available by email).  Minor dents and scuffs are considered ‘normal wear and tear’, but more significant damages requiring filling or sanding and re-varnishing (to the quality of how the harp was at the start of the hire) are charged to the hirer (and will be charged against the deposit).   

Insurance and catastrophic damage
All harps are insured by the Harbison Harp Studio but there is a €600 excess on A and B grade harps, €400 excess on C grade harps and €300 on D grade in the case of catastrophic damage.  We recommend that you also insure your instrument (you may list it under household contents).  The replacement value of your harp is given on the contract.
String replacement 

Any string breakages are the responsibility of the hirer to replace ensuring the appropriate string gauge and make of the replacement matches the broken string.  The Harbison Harp Studio has a postal string replacement service with prices ranging from €4 to €16; but in an emergency, your teacher may have a stock of spares but only the appropriate type and gauge is to be used.  If strings need to be replaced when the harp is returned, the cost will be deducted from the deposit.
Travel Box

For international travel, it is essential that the harp travels in a custom-built travel-box which may also be hired from the Harbison Harp Studio.  Please enquire for details. 

Failure to comply with any of these conditions will jeopardise the hire.
HARBISON HARP STUDIO     1 St Nicholas Park, Warwick CV34 4QY, UK & Whitehouse Cross, Dromiskin, Co.Louth
www.JanetHarbisonHarp.com  * Email: info@janetharbisonharp.com

